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TAGS: MILI 

SUBJECT: ACCREDITATION OF MILITARY ATTACHE 
REF: STATE 234770 

1. 1 AGREE THAT U.S. INTEREST HERE DOES NOT WARRANT 
ASSIGNMENT OF RESIDENT MILITARY ATTACHE HERE, AND IN 
FACT WOULD FEAR THAT A MILATT WOULD HAVE SO LITTLE 
OFFICIAL MILITARY BUSINESS THAT HE WOULD BECOME INVOLVED 
IN MATTERS HE SHOULD STAY OUT OF. 

2. 1 HAVE PROBLEMS, HOWEVER, WITH THE ALTERNATIVE 
PROPOSAL MADE BY CANBERRA'S DEFATT (NUNEMAKER) WHO HAS 
JUST FINISHED A FOUR DAY VISIT HERE. NUNEMAKER WANTS 

TO MAKE REGULAR OFFICIAL VISITS HERE SEVERAL TIMES A 
YEAR WITHOUT ACCREDITATION TO DISCUSS MATTERS WITH THE 
EMBASSY AND THE PNG MILITARY AND TO TRAVEL THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY. I CONSIDER THIS TO BE A CLEAR CIRCUMVENTION 
OF THE NEW POLICY LAID DOWN BY THE GPNG AND BELIEVE 
THE GPNG WOULD VIEW IT IN THE SAME LIGHT. I THINK THIS 
COULD BE THE SOURCE OF REAL EMBARRASSMENT TO US. 

3. FURTHER, I WOULD HAVE NO CONTROL OVER MILITARY 
PEOPLE ON THE STAFF OF EMBASSY CANBERRA WHO WOULD 
VISIT HERE. MY CONCERN ARISES FROM AN EPISODE THAT 
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OCCURRED THIS WEEK. COL. NUNEMAKER HAD SUGGESTED A 
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POSSIBLE U.S. SECURITY ASSISTANCE (GRANT AID) 

TRAINING PROGRAM AS A TOPIC FOR DISCUSSION DURING HIS 
VISIT. I CABLED HIM THAT I DID NOT WANT HIM TO DISCUSS 
THIS MATTER WITH THE PNG MILITARY UNTIL AN AGREED USG POSITION 
HAD BEEN REACHED. HE CABLED BACK THIS WAS FOR INTERNAL DIS- 
CUSSION ONLY. NEVERTHELESS, HE THEN TOLD THE COMMANDER 
OF THE PNG DEFENSE FORCE THAT THE COMMANDER WOULD 
WANT TO THINK ABOUT DIVERSIFYING HIS SOURCES 
OF AID NOW THAT INDEPENDENCE IS HERE. TWO DAYS LATER 
THE COMMANDER APPROACHED ME ON THE SUBJECT OF U.S. 

MILITARY AID. I DISCOURAGED HIM. OF COURSE, BUT THE 
IDEA HAS NOW BEEN PLANTED. 

4. MY OWN FEELING IS THAT THE POL OFFICER ON MY 

STAFF CAN DO WHATEVER GENERAL POL/MIL WORK IS NECESSARY. 

AND WE SHOULD HAVE NEITHER MILITARY ACCREDITATION NOR 
MILITARY VISITS HERE FROM CANBERRA FOR THE FORESEEABLE 
FUTURE. 

OLMSTED 
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